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•Enemy of the RecordŽ

On 26 May,Tony Caravella, Director: State Records,

spoke at a meeting of archives and records

management professionals to launch Archives and

Records Management week in Perth. This is a

condensed version of his presentation.

It is a great pleasure to be asked to say a few words on

this occasion and to open the Records Management

Association of Australasia•s (WA Branch) •Archives and

Records Management Week 2003Ž in Western Australia.

In the promotional material that circulated announcing

the event this morning it was represented that I would

•cover a diversity of topics including his vision for the futureŽ.

I•ll endeavor to honour that representation, and you•ll

be relieved to know that my vision of the future will be

mostly confined to the future in respect to

recordkeeping which I want to define from the outset as

including records management and archive

management. If you came here expecting my vision of the

futureto be accurate in respect to this Saturday•s forthcoming lotto numbers or who will

win the football, then please accept my apologies.

I note that one of the themes for Archives and Records Management Week in Western

Australia this year is  •Enemy of the RecordŽ. I could take different views of what it means

to be asked to launch ARM week with such a theme. Were I paranoid I might conclude the

reference to enemy was pointed at myself. I do need to confess that in a former work life

I think that I was indeed an •enemy of the recordŽ. The life I refer to is when I worked with

the National Native Title Tribunal in its very early days of existence in the mid 1990•s. The

scenario was a frenetically busy one, understaffed, and with no systems to speak of. My

office was filled with piles of paper comprising drafts, redrafts, and final versions of policies

and so on. That is to say nothing as to the state of my email •ReadŽ and •InboxŽ.

Archives Officer, Ken Cramphorn,
has been checking records from a
large government agency first
established in the 1890s, to ensure
they are correctly listed and noting
any preservation issues.  The
crumbling edges and discoloured
pages are the result of the
introduction of wood based papers
in the 1920s.  A large proportion
of government records from the
1920s and 1930s are at risk of
deterioration from this cause.



As I write this edition of D
from the D, I reflect on the
brief period since my
commencement in the
role as Director of State
Records in late March
2003. It’s been a busy and
rewarding time. I want to
share some of the
moments that I consider
the highlights.

Meeting and establishing a
close working relationship
with the State Records
Commissioners has been
a highlight. What a highly

skilled, hard working, and dedicated team of
Commissioners we are fortunate to have. They have a
clear sense of the direction necessary to achieve best
practice recordkeeping in Western Australia.

Meeting and working with the SRO team has been a
highlight. The SRO team, comprising those in the
government recordkeeping side of things, those in the
archival services side of things, those providing storage and
retrieval services at the SRO in the City or the repository
in Dianella and those working on the WA Inc project, all
and without exception, are professional and talented
people.

Another highlight has been getting to know the Director
General (Alastair Bryant) and my CEO colleagues in the
Department of Culture and the Arts. I look forward to
working in whatever joint ventures and collaboration open
to us in the interest of advancing the Arts in this State.

During this brief period there have been four occasions
when I have spoken personally with the Minister for
Culture & the Arts, Minister Sheila McHale. The Minister
has a comprehensive awareness of the role and functions
of the State Records Office, and is a strong supporter of
our efforts.

A definite highlight has been the work, the effort, and the
goodwill shown towards implementing the Recordkeeping
Plan provisions of the State Records Act 2000. I have already
seen some fantastic work done in many different
government organizations, some big, some small. It is very
encouraging to see this as it contributes to elevating the
standard and the profile of recordkeeping within
government organizations, and within the community.

With so much focus on Recordkeeping Plans it would be
too easy, and all too misleading, to forget the access side of
the SRO’s functions. I will devote more space to writing
about some of the exciting developments in this area in the
next edition of D from the D.

Finally, the one thing that I have not had sufficient time to
experience in these early weeks of my work here at the
SRO is the culinary delights of Northbridge, in the centre
of which the SRO is located. I would be happy to embark
on an exploration and sampling excursion with readers of
State of the Record if you give me some prior notice... Now
that is a not overly subtle hint!

Until next time...

Tony Caravella
Director: State Records

State of the Record is available for download free of charge from the State Records Office of Western Australia’s website at
www.sro.wa.gov.au Limited numbers of hard copy versions are made available to Search Room clients.
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Members of Western Australia’s community of academics,

historians, researchers and writers have responded in

overwhelming numbers to calls for nominations for the

inaugural 2003 Margaret Medcalf Award. When

nominations closed on 31 March 2003, a total of 81

nominations had been received for an Award for the best

work utilizing original sources in the State Archives

Collection. The quality of the works nominated, as much as

the sheer volume of works submitted, has delighted all

involved in organizing the Award.

Staff from the State Records Office (SRO) prepared a

shortlist for consideration by a Selection Panel consisting

of Tony Caravella, Director: State Records; Kandy-Jane

Henderson,Archivist: John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library

and State Records Commissioner; and Ed Jaggard, historian

and academic at Edith Cowan University. The shortlist was

based on the extent of use of SRO materials determined

through appropriate referencing and acknowledgements in

each work. Due to the high number of nominations,

authors of works in process or due for publication will be

encouraged to re-nominate in 2004. Only single works

were considered and nominees who put forward a body of

work will be encouraged to nominate a single work for

consideration in 2004.

The Margaret Medcalf Award Selection Panel met in the

final week of May to select a winner from the shortlist

provided. The formal presentation of the Award will be

made by the Honourable Sheila McHale, MLA, Minister for

Culture and the Arts on August 18, 2003 at the BankWest

Theatre, John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library, Curtin

University of Technology. Those nominees shortlised will

also be acknowledged by the Minister, while the winner of

the Award will give a short presentation on their work.

State Records Commissioner, Kandy-Jane Henderson,
was part of a select group of Australians honoured by the
Prime Minister of Australia, as the recipient of a Centenary
Medal earlier this year.

The Centenary Medal was created to honour persons who
have contributed to Australian society or government,
across all areas of endeavour, as part of the Centenary of
Federation celebrations. There were 1,300 medals
presented to West Australians.

Ms Henderson was awarded her medal for service to the
community in her role as Archivist at the John Curtin
Prime Ministerial Library.

Professor Geoffrey Bolton, Member of the State
Records Advisory Committee was also recently awarded
for his services to the wider community.

Professor Bolton, Emeritus Professor at the School of
Social Inquiry (History) at Murdoch University, was one of
nine West Australians to receive a WA Citizen of the Year
award in June. These awards, presented annually by
Celebrate WA, honour individuals that have made an
exceptional contribution and commitment to the
advancement of the community and State of Western
Australia.

Professor Bolton
received the Professions
Award in recognition of
his efforts to promote
and teach West
Australian history. His
impressive career in
teaching and his
leadership in the field of
education has been
invaluable in generating
an interest in history for
many West Australians.

The State Records
Office and the State
Records Commission
offer their
congratulations to Ms
Henderson and
Professor Bolton for
their outstanding
achievements.

margaret medcalf award

Huge Response to the Margaret Medcalf Award

State Records Commissioner,
Kandy-Jane Henderson.

“News from the src” - History & Honours

Professor Geoffrey Bolton, Member,
State Records Advisory Committee.
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The State Records Office is co-ordinating the development

and presentation of a series of workshop driven training

programs to be offered to State and Local Government

officers to facilitate the preparation of their organization’s

Recordkeeping Plan (RKP).

The proposed format for these workshops include five full

day training sessions spread over 5 weeks. Participants will

be required to carry out independent work during the

intervening days (between workshop days) to meet the

deliverables each week. Local Government participants

will be offered a three full day workshop spread over 3

weeks since they already have the General Disposal

Authority for Local Government Records and therefore

will not need to complete the Retention and Disposal

component.

Each workshop will be conducted with a maximum of 10

participants to ensure ample attention is given to the

questions and concerns of all participants.

At the end of the program it is anticipated that

organizations will have a completed RKP (including the

Retention and Disposal schedule, where appropriate) ready

for submission to the State Records Commission.

The SRO has currently gone to tender to obtain the

services of an external Consultant to present these

workshops. This will ensure that SRO resources can be

directed fully to the processing of RKPs ensuring that all

government organizations meet the deadline of 7 March,

2004.

Agencies will be notified when the workshops are ready to

run. For further information, please contact the State

Records Office on (08) 9427 3365 or email us at

sro@sro.wa.gov.au.

Training Calendar

The State Records Office (SRO) will not be running its

normal training program for the financial year 2003 – 2004.

With the deadline for the submission of Recordkeeping

Plans (RKPs) by government organizations being only a few

months away, the SRO is unable to offer this service. It is

anticipated that the rate at which RKPs are lodged with the

SRO will escalate as the deadline draws closer, resulting in

the full deployment of the SRO’s resources on the

processing of the plans.

While the regular Training Calendar will not be available

this year the SRO will endeavour to meet specific requests

for training on an individual agency basis, or within country

and regional locations. If there are particular training needs

or if further assistance is required for the development of

RKPs, agencies should contact the SRO for further

information.

Regional Training

Recently Anne Gill of the Recordkeeping Services team

visited Port Hedland at the invitation of the Port Hedland

Port Authority. Officers from four Port Authorities and the

Pilbara Development Commission attended a half-day

seminar on the development of the RKP. The seminar

concentrated on the requirements of the plan as outlined

in the self-evaluation checklist and the informal style of the

seminar enabled questions from all participants.

A full day course on the development of a Retention and

Disposal Schedule was held in Port Hedland the following

day, and attendees included officers from the port

authorities of Broome, Port Hedland and Dampier as well

as the Pilbara Development Commission. This course was

well received, fostering a greater degree of confidence as

these organizations work towards the completion of their

plans, and in particular as they focus on the most important

component of the plan, that is, the Retention and Disposal

Schedule.

Martin Fordham of the Recordkeeping Services team

travelled to Kalgoorlie on 11 June, at the invitation of the

Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, to

present a similar training program to that given at Port

Hedland. Martin’s training course was also extremely well

received.

Like more information about training for your
organization or region?  Please contact the SRO on
(08) 9427 3365 or email us at sro@sro.wa.gov.au

training update

R e c o r d k e e p i n g  p l a n  w o r k s h o p s
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During the week of 19-22 May 2003, staff from Link-Up

offices around the state including Midland, Albany,

Geraldton, South Hedland and Kalgoorlie attended a series

of training sessions related to the research of Aboriginal

Family History. Link-Up is an Australia-wide initiative

funded by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Commission (ATSIC), consisting of services established to

assist with the process of family tracing and reunion for

members of the Stolen Generations.

The Link-Up Training Week was organized through the

Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Studies (AIATSIS) Family History Unit, a unit funded by the

ATSIC Bringing Them Home Taskforce and AIATSIS. The

training included sessions on topics such as drawing up a

family tree, Freedom of Information, using library

catalogues, Aboriginal history and the research process,

accessing state and national government records and

church and mission records. The workshop also provided

the opportunity for visits to the Battye Library, the

Department of Indigenous Affairs, Family and Community

Services and the State Records Office of Western Australia;

organisations through which information on Aboriginal

Family History is accessible.

The State Records Office ran a session on 20 May 2003.

The session was presented by Damien Hassan with

assistance from Jessica Morris and included a tour of the

SRO archival storage areas, an introduction to the State

Records Office “whos, whats, wheres, and whys”, an

introduction to the Reference Services offered, information

regarding access restrictions and an overview of the finding

aids and records relevant to Aboriginal Family History

Research. The group of Link-Up officers was shown

through the Search Room and given the opportunity to

look at various records selected by Archivist, Damien

Hassan.

It was wonderful to participate in the Link-Up Training

Workshop and a great opportunity for State Records 

Office staff to meet and interact with the people

conducting the rewarding and sometimes heartbreaking

job of connecting Aboriginal families together. The session

also gave Link-Up staff a chance to meet State Records

Office staff face to face and to see how SRO operates,

especially useful since many of the Link-Up offices are

located in regional areas.

The AIATSIS Family History website includes links to an up

to date list of the Link–Up Offices all over Australia and

links to an amazing array of information to assist Aboriginal

Family History Research from around the country.

AITSIS website:

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/lbry/fmly_hstry/fmly_hstry_hm.htm

The AITSIS Family History Unit may also be contacted on

1800 730 129, a free call for family history enquiries only,

or on family@aiatsis.gov.au

Further information on Aboriginal related Records held at

the State Records Office of WA can be accessed via our

website www.sro.wa.gov.au, or alternatively by visiting or

contacting the State Records Office Search Room.

making connections in aboriginal family history

ait sis  link - up training workshop 2003 - perth

Staff from Link-Up offices exploring State
Archives in the SRO Search Room.

Link-Up officers from around the State, with SRO
staff Jessica Morris and Damien Hassan (middle

row, third and fourth from left).
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“Enemy of the Record” continued from page 1

I now want to say something about the language of

Recordkeeping. I recall when I first walked into my job as

the State Director of the National Archives of Australia, a

job that it was my privilege to hold for some three years, I

was confronted by Recordkeeping language, or at least a

complex dialect of it. I wondered what had hit me. I didn’t

know my metadata from my data, my appraisal from my

preservation, my life cycle from my continuum, my

sentencing from my de-accessioning…to say nothing of the

many other phrases. I had not realized that I had entered

a whole new wonderland, indeed a universe, of jargon, a

marvel to behold, a tribute, as far as tributes go, to the

creators, but much of it quite unnecessary. If it’s good

enough for other professions to talk plain

language, then why is it not good enough

for those in the RK discipline?  In a

frenetically busy world I reckon that just

about the last thing that anyone needs is

a needlessly complex and impenetrable

regime governing RK, or anything else!

We’ve got too much information (good

and bad) aimed at us, and we don’t need

any more verbose and grandiose and

tangled phrases to deal with!

State Records Act 2000

In a nutshell, and if you weren’t aware, we’re pretty flat out

at the moment implementing, in particular, the

recordkeeping plan elements of the State Records Act.

Those of you who work for State organizations, including

local government, would know that we’re urging you all to

work up your RKPs well before the 7 March 2004 deadline.

I’m optimistic about how this will work. I think the

regulatory regime in the Act is a well thought out one and

a credit to my predecessor Chris Coggin, and to all others

involved in crafting the legislation. We do need to be

patient in the sense that this is a long-term investment and

the dividends might not show up in the accounts for some

time…

The promoters of this event publicized the fact that I

would be providing a brief outline of my vision. So as not

to have brought you here under false and misleading

advertising I shall talk very briefly about those three

priorities here again….

The first priority is in the implementation of the State
Records Act….not only the Recordkeeping Plan

requirements under Part 3, but also the other elements

such as the provisions related to Control of the State

archives; Access to government records; supporting the

State Records Commission etc.; I think that much our

energy for the coming 12 months and more will go into

this;

The second priority is to work on identifying a solution
to the State Archives storage problem. The fact that

the State Archives (with a big “A”) hasn’t got room to take

in State archives (with a little “a”) concerns me greatly.

And I’m not just referring to traditional

records, but to digital ones as well. We’ve

got a lot of work to do in this regard…

The third priority relates more directly

to access to State archives. I have

decided, with the strong support of the

SRO staff, that we will embark on a

project to strengthen our archives
database and to then build a web
search engine to enable people

wherever they are to interrogate our database to
access WA’s State archives. We’ll need to start slowly

on this because we don’t have a lot of money to throw at

it, but we’ll start.

Enemies of the Record

Let me go back to the theme of “enemy of the record”

since now I have confessed my past misdemeanors. Of

course such things as environmental controls are serious

enemies, but I want to focus on some others that

sometimes tend to be neglected. What follows is not an

exhaustive list but only a few that came to mind while

putting this talk together:

I’ve already referred to the language of recordkeeping.
There is another, perhaps more subtle side to this and that

is the enemy in the form of “political correctness”.

Censorship, and “political correctness” is nothing more

than censorship, leads to simplifications and distortions. In

an interesting review that I recently read about a book

called “The Language Police” the author, Diane Ravitch,

argues (as an example) that to insist that depictions of

women as nurses, primary school teachers, clerks,
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secretaries and librarians perpetuate demeaning

stereotypes is to minimize the barriers that women faced

and to pretend that the gender equality of the late 20th and

early 21st centuries was a customary condition of the past.

It could have the same effect as rewriting history. So that

is why I argue that political correctness is another enemy

of the record…   

Many would say that poor funding is an enemy of the

record. If there is anything good about this enemy is that

it is readily identified and quantifiable. It is not camouflaged

like some of the others that I will get on to in a minute or

two. I think that if we eliminated the funding enemy we

would still have other, perhaps more sinister enemies in the

battle to improve recordkeeping. We can of course in

various ways mount a counterattack

on the funding enemy… identifying a

records related scandal, or

misappropriation, or

misadministration can often marshal

funding, for a while at least.

Censorship is a serious enemy of

the record. Take the recent armed

conflict in Iraq. Who here thinks we

got the truth, the whole truth, and

nothing but the truth, beamed into

our lounge rooms? Is this not a

“record”?  I of course am a subscriber

to the theory that the first causality in war is the truth. So

here is an enemy. And how many wars have there been?

And even sadder, how many more will there be?

Technology can be an enemy of the record. We all know

it is a two edged sword and one which in the long term can

badly cut those who rely too heavily on it. But used

properly, and managed actively, there is no doubt that it can

be a powerful ally.

We’ve all heard reference to spin. I’m not referring to the

thing that a washing machine does, but to the treatment

dished out by media departments (private and public). Spin

in that sense is an enemy of the record. Yes it’s been with

us from the dawn of time, but it’s elevated to staggering

heights these days.

The final enemy of the record that I want to talk about

goes back to the war theme. Of course armed conflict

is an enemy of the record.In Australia we (the European

settlers) have thus far been blessed with not having had a

serious and destructive war. But over the centuries and

across the planet, we can only speculate at the antiquities

and the knowledge that has been lost because of war. This

goes without saying. What we need to be very careful

about is that we get accurate information about such

destructions. For those of you following the story about

the destruction of cultural material in Iraq, it is very difficult

indeed to get consensus on what precisely is the level of

destruction. But nonetheless, war, and the new

communism, that is, terrorism, is no doubt, enemies of the

record.

Let me lighten this up a little. I have been talking about

what I think are some of the

enemies of the record not to cause

any undue depression on this

beautiful Monday morning in this

beautiful place in this beautiful city.

To the contrary, and

notwithstanding the enemies, we

have every reason to celebrate

during this ARM week. We should

celebrate and be proud of what we

do overall, even if there we are less

than perfect. We don’t give up on

doctors because some patients die;

we don’t give up on lawyers

because some people go to gaol; we

don’t give up on accountants because they don’t always

balance the books. Nor should we give up on

recordkeepers because we don’t have all the answers.

Let’s celebrate ARM week by participating in the activities

planned this week and by respecting each and everyone

who tries their best within this important social, business,

and cultural endeavor, whether member or non-member,

certified or uncertified, cognoscenti or incognoscenti, long

standing or new entrant, holder of orthodox views and

holder of radical and unorthodox views, worker in a small

enterprise or worker in a huge enterprise (size doesn’t

matter some say).

I wish everyone every success this special week which is

Archives and Records Management week, and every week.

Let us have some fun, let us learn from each other, and let

us tell the people of Western Australia and beyond, just

what it is that we do, and that Recordkeepers Rule! – OK?!

7
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“Enemy of the Record” 

Could this happen to your records? This register was
found under the floorboards of a government building in
Western Australia.  It was sent to the State Records Office,
but could not be microfilmed due to the extensive damage
that had occurred. Water damage, in the form of mould,
and insect infestation (note the trails left in the paper by
termites/white ants) have left this register unreadable.
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Recordkeeping Plans Approved

The State Records Commission has approved the following
Recordkeeping Plans to date:

●  Fremantle Port Authority 
●  International Centre for the Application of Solar Energy
●  Office of the Auditor General 
●  South West Area Health Service 
●  State Records Office (available to view on the State

Records Office website at
http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/about/sro-rkp.html)

●  WA Country Health Service 
●  WA Police Royal Commission

Other Recordkeeping Plans approved to date:

The Minister for Community Development,Women’s
Interests, Seniors and Youth; Disability Services; and
Culture and the Arts, the Hon. Sheila McHale, approved
the State Records Commission Recordkeeping Plan
(available to view on the State Records Office website at
http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/src/src-rkp.html).

The President of the Legislative Council approved the
Legislative Council Departmental Recordkeeping Plan.

The Speaker of the Legislative Assembly approved the
Legislative Assembly Departmental Recordkeeping Plan.

The President and the Speaker approved the
Parliamentary Services Department Recordkeeping Plan.

The Deputy Premier,Treasurer and Minister for Energy,
the Hon. Eric Ripper, approved the Western Power
Recordkeeping Plan.

The following Recordkeeping Plans have been submitted to the
State Records Office and are pending approval:

●  Albany Port Authority
●  Armadale Redevelopment Authority
●  Art Gallery of WA
●  Bunbury Cemetery Board
●  City of Wanneroo
●  Conservation Commission of WA
●  Construction Industry Long Service Leave Payments

Board
●  Country High School Hostels Authority
●  Department of Culture and the Arts
●  Great Southern Regional Council 

●  Inquiry into the Response by Government Agencies to 
Complaints of Family Violence and Child Abuse in
Aboriginal Communities (Gordon Inquiry)

●  Office of the Auditor General
●  Psychologists Board of WA
●  South West Area Health Service
●  State Library of WA
●  Totalisator Agency Board
●  Western Australian Land Authority (Landcorp)
●  Western Australian Museum

Retention and Disposal Schedules approved
since August 2002:

These Schedules cover the disposal actions for the
organization’s administrative and/or functional records, unless
otherwise specified.

●  Challenger TAFE 
●  City of Swan - destruction of building licence

applications following transfer to microfilm
●  Commissioner of Workplace Agreements
●  Conservation and Land Management 
●  Country High School Hostels Authority 
●  Department of Industry and Technology 
●  East Perth Redevelopment Authority 
●  Edith Cowan University - ephemeral and duplicate

records
●  Forest Products Commission
●  Fremantle Port Authority 
●  International Centre for the Application of Solar Energy 
●  Law Reform Commission of WA 
●  Main Roads Western Australia 
●  Mid West Development Commission
●  Midland Redevelopment Authority 
●  Office of Energy 
●  Office of the Auditor General 
●  Office of the Information Commissioner 
●  State Library of Western Australia 
●  State Records Office - General Disposal Authority for
Administrative Records (designed for use throughout
State government and available on the State Records
Office website at

http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/pdfs/gdaadmin.pdf)
●  State Supply Commission of Western Australia
●  Swan TAFE 
●  University of Western Australia - disposal of Facilities

Management records 
●  WA Police Royal Commission 

< < r e c o r d k e e p i n g  n e w s > >
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Murderers on Microfilm

In 1988 the then State Archives and the Supreme Court of

Western Australia commenced a project to rescue certain

records of the Court which were in the words of the Chief

Justice “imperilled by water and vermin damage”. Included

in these records were the first indictment files for the

colony of Western Australia. Consignment 3472 is a series

of records which documents the crimes committed in the

colony, the circumstances of the crime and thus of the

society in which it occurred, and the system of law

developed to deal with these crimes. These records had

been a significant source for historian Tom Stannage’s

ground breaking book, “The people of Perth”, but historians

and researchers hoping to follow in Stannage’s footsteps

found the records difficult to use owing to their format and

fragility.

In order to make them more accessible, it was necessary

to clean and flatten the files, which was done for the SRO

by Preservation Services staff at the State Library. SRO

staff then checked the files against the Indictment Register,

Consignment 3422/1, and placed the records in Session and

case order. In addition to checking the files, SRO staff have

compiled an index to the indictment files, identifying an

additional 512 names, including aliases, not found in the

Register,which is available in the Search Room. Twenty-two

reels of microfilm have now been added to the SRO’s

microfilm collection, just in time to celebrate the

Centenary of the Supreme Court building on 8 June, 2003,

while the records, clean at last, rest in secure lodgings.

Plan Copies go Digital

The State Records Office has gone digital, for copies of

plans at least. In addition to providing colour scans on disk

for plans,we have replaced our photocopy service for black

and white copies with a similar digital process.

Rather than manhandling plans around an A2 copier plans

are now scanned using an archive friendly process. Clients

can request a black and white paper copy of the whole

plan, reduced to either A3 or A4 size, or order a digital

image on disk. The cost of this service is $3.30 per image

(including printout on request) plus $2 for the disk, if

required.

Railway Records Revisited

Recent articles in the local press about the Railway

Workshops’ Workers Wall have revived interest in the

SRO’s collection of Western Australian Government

Railways (WAGR) employee service cards. Consignment

5268, consisting of service cards for Midland Workshops

workers, has now been microfilmed. This means that all

SRO holdings of WAGR service cards are available in the

microform area, for users to access instantly.

As well as records of service, visitors to the Search Room

can also find a selection of microfiched WAGR locomotive

plans from Consignment 6300. These drawings are

progressively being transferred to microfiche due to their

fragility.

Clients who would like to find details of service records or

drawings may telephone the Search Room on (08) 9427

3360 or visit the Enquiry Desk.

Detail from Consignment 6300, Western Australian
Government Railways Steam Locomotive Class B 4-6-OT,
1890. Selected WAGR locomotive plans are available on

microfiche in the SRO Search Room.

SEARCH ROOMSnippets



Almost everybody knows the story of Ned Kelly. Not

everybody knows the adventures and links between one

lighthouse researcher extraordinaire, Mr John Kelly and

Recordkeeping Advisory Officer, Ms Marelda Kelly. It all

begins with the Surgeon’s Daily Journal aboard the Lincelles

in 1862.

Enrolled Pensioner Guards John Kelly and Sergeant Thomas

Kelly left England for Australia in 1861. John Kelly receives

a few mentions within the Surgeon’s Daily Journal. On the

18 September Pensioner J. Kelly was “placed under arrest

by Sergeant Major Moody for making use of improper

language and swearing in a loud tone of voice on the 18th

Sept” and as a result of this outburst “2 days grog [was]

stopped”.

A further misdemeanour by Pensioner J. Kelly, reported by

Sergeant Major Moody, was for “firing off his musket at a

bird without an order”. As a consequence, this time six

days grog were stopped!   Conflict between Moody and

John Kelly ontinued, but eventually karma was given to

Sergeant Major Moody, in the form of Sergeant Thomas

Kelly.

On the 12 November 1861 Sergeant Thomas Kelly was a

witness to the fact that Sergeant Major Moody was too

intoxicated to be on duty. Thomas Kelly also reported a

man on guard for “sitting and being insubordinate whilst on

duty at the Prison Gate [and] 6 days Grog [was] stopped.”

Thanks to Pensioner John Kelly’s great-grandson John Kelly,

a number of ships’ daily journals have been copied

providing, as evidenced above, a great link to Western

Australia’s pioneering past. John Kelly has also been

researching certain lighthouses in Western Australia for

around ten years. In January 2003 Marelda Kelly, a great-

great-grandaughter of Sergeant Thomas Kelly, commenced

work with the SRO. Recognising John Kelly from some

years before, the two Kelly families, which arrived via the

Lincelles in 1862, have been reunited again.
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Tales from the Collection
From the Lincelles to Lighthouses:  Kelly families

reunited after 140 years

Marelda Kelly of the State Records Office with researcher John Kelly.



METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE SCHEME PLANS

One of the most often used series of records held by the

State Records Office is the Metropolitan Sewerage Scheme

plans series (WAS 634, Consignment 4156). The plans

cover most of the Perth region and were compiled from

field surveys carried out by the Metropolitan Water Supply,

Sewerage and Drainage Department during the first half of

the 20th Century for the extension (or renovation) of the

Metropolitan Sewerage Scheme.

While not showing detailed architectural information, the

plans do provide a very good outline of residential,

commercial and public building structures. As such, the

plans are of great interest to local historians, as well as

anyone with an interest in the history of their property.

These unique plans have been microfiched and clients may

access them during SRO’s Search Room opening hours

(9.30am – 4.30pm, Mon. – Fri.) without the need to pre-

order.

Locating the right plan couldn’t be easier.A grid index plan

is kept in the Search Room which can be used to identify

the specific sewerage plan required. Clients may then help

themselves to the sewerage plans in the microfiche

cabinets (although reference staff can always assist with this

process if required). The State Records Office has

microfiche printing facilities if clients wish to take a copy of

the plan home with them.

Each sewerage plan also lists the field book numbers the

surveyor used when compiling these plans. As the State

Records Office also holds many of these field books, clients

may also wish to refer to these records for additional

topographical information.

The metropolitan sewerage scheme plans cover a period

from 1910 to 1954. It should be noted that suburban

residential developments established after this time may be

too recent to feature on these records, but if your

property was developed before 1954, you may want to visit

the State Records Office to see what your street and

property used to look like!

Damien Hassan 

Archivist
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Did You Know? 
Useful plans to Consult (number 1 in a series)

Detail of Consignment 4156, item 271.

Detail from Consignment 3464, field book 3946,
showing corresponding information.
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Visit Our Search Room at:
State Records Office of Western Australia

Search Room
Ground Floor
Alexander Library Building
James Street West Entrance
Perth Cultural Centre
Perth   WA   6000

Mon – Fri : 9.30am - 4.30pm

Phone : (08) 9427 3360
Fax : (08) 9427 3368
Email : sro@sro.wa.gov.au

For Recordkeeping Advice contact:
Recordkeeping Services
Mon – Fri : 8.30am - 5.30pm

Phone : (08) 9427 3365

Postal Address:
The State Records Office of Western Australia
Alexander Library Building
Perth Cultural Centre
Perth WA 6000
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records on display

telegraphic timeline

For an Archivist whose motto involves ‘making history

accessible’, collecting telephone insulators creates a great

link to the development of a display in telegraph history of

Western Australia. So how does collecting insulators

transpose into a display on the history of the telegraph in

Western Australia?  

Well, apart from the very important insulators, there are

poles, wires, telegraphists, Morse Code, teleprinters and

construction workers. The State Records Office holds

records relating to the Electro Magnetic Telegraph

Company, Indigenous Australians, a lady accompanying her

husband on the Albany to Eucla line, an ex Convict, the first

telegraph line between Perth and Fremantle and many

other telegraph lines throughout the state.

The Western Australian Government Railways also

developed their own telegraph system and in some

instances were able to share these lines with the Postal and

Telegraph Department of Western Australia. There are

funny stories about emus and train drivers, people waiting

to see a message sent by ‘messenger post’ along the wire

and even a town mayor who thought the first telegraph

was going to be a hoax and didn’t go to the arranged

ceremony!

Records will be displayed relating to all of the above as well

as the beautiful glass and ceramic insulators of old. An

actual teleprinter is being borrowed from the Western

Australian Morscodian Society as well as some ‘relays’ and

a map with all the telegraph line numbers on them.

Please feel free to visit the State Records Office and view

the wonderful world of the telegraph in Western Australian

history.

Marelda Kelly

Advisory Officer

Insulators on display at the State Records Office, along
with a magnetic tape in Morse code from Eucla
Telegraph Station (WAS 1897, Accession 1387).




