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margaret medcalf award 2003
joint winners honoured at inaugural ceremony

Two fine examples of Western Australian research were honoured at the inaugural
presentation of the Margaret Medcalf Award, presented on 18 August 2003, at an afternoon
function held at the John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library (JCPML).

The Margaret Medcalf Award, for the best work utilizing original sources in the State
Archives collection, was jointly awarded to:

Bruce and Anne Buchanan for •The •Bugtool•: A User•s Guide to Land
RecordsŽ; a finding aid which arranges the records of the Lands and Survey
Department into an easily searchable format; and to Christine Choo for her
book •Mission GirlsŽ, an examination of the lives of Aboriginal women who lived
on the Catholic missions of Beagle Bay and Kalumburu.

The Minister for Culture and the Arts, Hon Sheila McHale MLA, speaking at the awards
ceremony, paid tribute to Margaret Medcalf, the second State Archivist of Western Australia
(1971-1989), after whom the Award is named.

•It was during Margaret Medcalf•s time as State ArchivistŽ, said Ms McHale, •that both
government and the general community began to appreciate the importance of good
recordkeeping in ensuring accountability in government. It was also during this time that
there was an explosion of interest in Western Australian history.Ž

Thanks to the work of pioneers like Mollie Lukis (the first State Archivist, 1945-1971) and
Margaret Medcalf, the State Archives collection has endured in a meaningful and accessible
way. Mollie and Margaret helped inculcate among staff a belief that the role of the then State
Archives was to provide access for generations of researchers so that each new generation
could find different ways of interpreting and using original sources.

Continued on Page 3

(l-r) Anne Buchanan, Bruce Buchanan, Margaret
Medcalf, Christine Choo, and Minister for Culture and

the Arts, Sheila McHale.



Seems like only yesterday
that I was writing Direct from
the Director for the last
edition. Much has happened
in the meantime. I can tell
you, not that those of you
who work directly in
preparing Recordkeeping
Plans (“RKPs”) need
reminding, that there is
much activity afoot
regarding RKPs!  It is on
RKPs that I want to focus
my words for this edition.

It is now only some 6 months, give or take a few days,
before 7 March 2004. That date is the date set by the State
Records Commission back in March 2002 as the date
before which all State organizations must comply with
s20(1) of the State Records Act 2000. In other words, the
date by when RKPs must be submitted to the SRO.

The clock is ticking away and it will be March 2004 before
we know it. (See also the article on page 7, “Countdown
to March 2004”.) For those State government agencies,
including local government authorities that have not yet
started work on a RKP there is no time for delay. Start
now!  Simple!  

The SRO website provides you with the tools you need to
prepare a RKP. We have only in the last few days added on
our website a RKP template for State organizations. When
this template is used in conjunction with the guidelines and
self-evaluation checklist those preparing RKPs will see that
the task is not too difficult at all.
In setting 7 March 2004 as the latest submission date back
in March 2002, the State Records Commission provided a
generous and reasonable 2-year period for things to be

geared up for the preparation of RKPs. With this 2-year
lead in time in mind, and excluding major disasters
occurring within any particular agency beyond the control
of anyone, I do not believe that there is reason why we
should not be able to get a 100% submission rate. That is
the SRO’s target.

I do need to tell you that once an RKP is submitted that is
not the end of it for the SRO. There is much work that
goes on between receipt of a RKP at the SRO and the
presentation of the RKP and a report to the State Records
Commission. I would have preferred to have received the
RKPs on a progressive basis during the 2 year period simply
so that we could better manage the workload in the SRO.
The SRO has received a reasonable number of RKPs
however a steady or progressive submission of plans has
not occurred to the extent I would have preferred. I
therefore expect to be inundated in the final months
leading up to 7 March 2004. That is something we have to
live with.

Managing the workload is an issue for the SRO, however,
agencies can proceed on an assumption that even though
there might be some delay in having the RKP assessed and
submitted to the Commission, if the RKP meets all the
standards and follows the template and checklist it is more
likely rather than not to be approved. In other words, if
your RKP sets out things your agency intends to do to
address any recordkeeping shortfalls (if you have any), then
you should not feel constrained in implementing those
things merely because your RKP might not have been
approved. Common sense really. As is much of the State
Records Act 2000.

Until next time….

Tony Caravella   
Director of State Records

State of the Record is available for download free of charge from the State Records Office of Western Australia’s website at
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Continued from Page 1

The twin aims of accountability and accessibility continued
under Chris Coggin’s leadership and have become an
integral ethos of the State Records Office today.

Director of State Records, Tony Caravella, echoed the
sentiments of Ms McHale, acknowledging Margaret
Medcalf ’s outstanding achievements. “The work that we do
today at the State Records Office is based on the
foundations set down by professionals such as Margaret
Medcalf. The collection has grown over the years, and no
doubt the technologies associated with records creation
and for the finding of archives has changed fundamentally.
However, what has not changed is the ability of those from
the past speaking to us now through the records they have
left us.”

Tony also paid tribute to his immediate predecessor, Chris
Coggin, who conceived of the Award and undertook the
initial work towards its introduction shortly before he
retired in late 2002.

The Award generated significant interest among the
research community, with more than eighty nominations
being put forward. A shortlist of twelve was selected and,
given the variety and quality of the nominations received,
this was a difficult process for the judging panel, which
comprised Tony Caravella, Kandy-Jane Henderson,Archivist
at the JCPML and State Records Commissioner, and
Professor Ed Jaggard from the School of International,
Cultural and Community Studies at Edith Cowan
University.

The State Records Office and State Records Commission
would like to extend their congratulations to Dr Choo and
Mr and Mrs Buchanan. Sincere thanks are also extended to
Ms Henderson and Professor Jaggard for their significant
contributions as part of the judging panel, as well as the
staff of the JCPML for the use of their premises for the
presentation and function. The inaugural Award ceremony
would not have been nearly as successful an occasion
without their valuable assistance and input.

The Shortlist

Kate Auty,“Silence(s) and Resistant (Dis)quiet in the Shadow of the Legal

System” (thesis submitted to La Trobe University)

David Barker, “Warders and Gaolers: A Dictionary of WA Prison

Officers” (book)

Anne and Bruce Buchanan, “The ‘Bugtool’: Buchanan User’s Guide to

Land Records” (database)

Christine Choo, “Mission Girls:Aboriginal Women on Catholic Missions

in the Kimberley 1900-1950” (book)

Ian Duckham, “Visionary, Vassal or Vandal? Rod Schenk – Missionary”

(article published in Limina)

Kim Epton, “Rivers of the Kimberley” (book)

Rod Moran, “Sex, Maiming and Murder: Seven Case Studies into the

Reliability of Reverend E.R.B. Gribble, Superintendent, Forrest River

Mission, 1913-28” (book)

Michael O’Connor, “The Historical Ecology of Greenough Flats” (thesis

submitted to Curtin University)

Gillian O’Mara,“Joseph Noonan: Fenian Success Story” (article published

in Studies in WA History)

Naomi Segal, “Compulsory Arbitration and the Western Australian

Goldmining Industry” (article published in the International Review of Social

History)

Tess Thomson, “North Kal – A Golden Century: The History of North

Kalgoorlie Primary School, 1902-2002” (book)

Tim Willing and Kevin Kenneally,“Under a Regent Moon:A Historical

Account of Pioneer Pastoralists Joseph Bradshaw and Aeneas Gunn at

Marigui Settlement, Prince Regent River, Kimberley,WA 1891-1892” (book)
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margaret medcalf award

joint winners honoured at inaugural ceremony

Mr Bruce Buchanan, speaking about compiling the “Bugtool”.

Dr Christine Choo, awarded for her book “Mission Girls”.
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Winter 2003 at the State Records Office (SRO) saw the

arrival of a new member of staff, and the departure of two

highly regarded staff members.

Amrik Singh commenced a six month contract

appointment as Archives Assistant in August, covering

Loans Team duties for several staff members on leave.

Amrik comes to the SRO from the State Library’s

Multilanguage Resource Collection, and, fittingly, is fluent in

the Indonesian, Malay, Punjabi, Hindi, and English languages.

The SRO is delighted to have Amrik on board, and greatly

appreciates the hard work and effort he has contributed.

Ted North, Archivist, celebrated his retirement on 14

August at a farewell afternoon tea attended by past and

present colleagues from the SRO and the State Library of

WA.

Ted had worked in the SRO for three years, concluding a

long and varied career within the then Library and

Information Service of Western Australia (LISWA). Ted first

joined LISWA in 1986 and went on to work in various

sections, including the Battye Library, Infolink and the State

Reference Library, before his appointment to the SRO in

April 2000. Ted will be relocating to Albany, where he plans

to construct a house. A knowledgeable and well-liked

member of the SRO, Ted will be greatly missed by his

colleagues and friends, who wish him all the best for an

enjoyable and fulfilling retirement.

Jill Jones, Recordkeeping Consultant, left behind the

world of Retention and Disposal Schedules and

Recordkeeping Plans for twelve months of maternity leave.

Jill, who joined the SRO in July 2002, is currently making the

necessary preparations for the new sibling of her three-

year-old daughter, Lucie. Jill returns to work in August

2004, and the staff of the SRO wish her all the best for the

“arrival of the next records manager”!

Hello, Goodbye: 

Staff Movements at the SRO

Ted North at his retirement auction
on 14 August.

Amrik Singh, a new face at the SRO.

Jill Jones on her last day at the SRO
for 2003.
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Educating our Recordkeepers

The Department of Education and Training has taken

recordkeeping education to the State schools.

State Records Commission Standard 2 (Recordkeeping

Plans), Principle 6 (Compliance), states that “Government

organizations…should develop and implement strategies

for ensuring that each employee is aware of the compliance

responsibilities [under their Recordkeeping Plan].”  To this

end, the Department’s Records Management Team has

produced a superb brochure and PowerPoint presentation

aimed at government school personnel, to apprise them of

their compliance requirements as government employees.

Titled “Your Recordkeeping Responsibilities for

Government Schools”, the brochure and presentation CD

set out the Department’s recordkeeping policy, with

separate sections outlining the responsibilities for

principals, teachers, and administrative staff. Both are clear,

concise, and easy to follow, with recordkeeping terms well

defined and policy requirements clearly explained.

The brochure and CD are excellent examples of material

produced to educate government agency staff about their

recordkeeping responsibilities. The Department and their

Records Management Team are to be commended for this

fine effort.

RIMLG now Online

The Records and Information Management Liaison Group

(RIMLG) now has its own place in cyberspace, with a new

site accessible via the State Records Office’s website.

The RIMLG is a Group established to provide an

information exchange for records and information

management officers in State and Local government bodies,

as well as a forum for professional development.

Check out the site at http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/rimlg/index.htm

for information on eligibility for RIMLG membership;

details of upcoming events; the RIMLG Award for

Excellence in Records Management and contacts for

current Committee members.

Correction

The Recordkeeping News section in the previous issue

(Winter 2003) of State of the Record listed all

Recordkeeping Plans (RKPs) that have been approved, and

those that have been received by the SRO and are pending

approval.

Two agencies, the Office of the Auditor General and the

South West Area Health Service, are featured in both the

“Recordkeeping Plans Approved” and the “Recordkeeping

Plans submitted and pending approval” sections.The RKPs

of these two agencies have in fact already been approved.

The Editor of State of the Record apologises for this error.

The Department of Education and Training’s “School
Recordkeeping” brochure and PowerPoint presentation -

excellent examples of materials produced to educate agency
personnel about recordkeeping.

< < r e c o r d k e e p i n g  n e w s > >
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Convicts Unearthed

A new Guide to the Records of the Convict Establishment

The State Records Office’s (SRO) resident stalwart

volunteers - Anne and Bruce Buchanan - have recently

completed their latest project in producing a descriptive

guide and finding aid to Convict Establishment records held

by the SRO. This guide, which runs to 45 pages, expands

upon the SRO’s main listing of Convict Establishment

records (Archive Note 358). As they progressed through

the project, Anne and Bruce compared the record listings

with the records themselves and were able to correct

inaccuracies from the original listing. They also “unearthed”

previously buried information which the original listing had

not included, such as pharmacopeia receipts “for the

making of stock to treat (such ailments as) sore shoulder,

bad back, chancre of fruit trees, dysentery, giddiness and

horse treatment for worms”.

The new Convict Guide arranges the records in broad

groupings covering:Transported Convicts and their Ships /

Ticket of Leave and Conditional Pardon Convicts / General

Convicts and Prisoner records / Medical and Hospital

records and statistics / Prison staff / Administration, Finance

and Stores / Letters and Correspondence. The guide

accurately itemises each record and provides a description

of what information you will find. Although it doesn’t list

names of convicts, the new guide will be very useful for

genealogists who wish to go “that bit further” with their

research on convict forebears. The guide will also prove

invaluable to the social historian.

The Convict Guide and Anne and Bruce’s previous award-

winning (see Cover Story) guide to land records are

accessible in our Search Room.

Damien Hassan

Archivist

Anne and Bruce Buchanan have compiled a new guide to the Convict
Establishment records of the SRO.

Detail of pharmacopeia receipts as found in a medical diary
maintained by the Convict Establishment (SROWA, AN 358,

Accession 1156, Item M28A).
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Countdown to March 2004

Recordkeeping Plans - Avoid the Rush!

Are we RKP-ready? That’s the question some 400 State and

Local government agencies will need to ask themselves

over the next six months, as the deadline for submitting

Recordkeeping Plans draws nearer (see also Direct from the

Director, page 2).

Under the State Records Act 2000, all State and Local

government agencies have two years to submit a draft

Recordkeeping Plan (RKP) to the State Records

Commission. Counting down of these “two years”

commenced on 5 March 2002, when the State Records

Commission Principles and Standards were published in

the Government Gazette. This means that draft RKPs will

need to be submitted by 7 March 2004 – just six months

from now.

A Recordkeeping Plan is an instrument of accountability,

which sets out the manner in which records are to be

created by an agency, how these records are to be managed

in the context of the agency’s functions, and for how long

records are to be kept.

There are some 420 State and Local Government agencies

in Western Australia. To date, the State Records

Commission has received draft Recordkeeping Plans from

35 agencies. Do a quick calculation and you’ll see that’s

about 8% of agencies that have met that requirement of the

Act so far.

With 18 months counted down and just under 400 plans

still anticipated, the State Records Office is keen that

agencies submit their RKPs as soon as practicable. The

requirement at this stage is not a complete overhaul in

order to achieve best practice in recordkeeping  – rather,

what is required is evidence of current practices within an

agency, and an indication of what will be addressed to

eventually arrive at best practice. The sooner draft RKPs

are received, the sooner the State Records Office can begin

the process of liaising with agencies to prepare their RKPs

for SRC approval.

Several tools are available from the State Records Office to

assist agencies in the development of their RKPs. These

include a Self-Assessment Checklist which agencies may

use to appraise the individual aspects of their

recordkeeping programmes. To help State government

agencies with compiling Retention and Disposal Schedules,

the General Disposal Authority for Administrative Records

is now available, with a revised edition of the 

General Disposal Authority for Financial and Accounting

Records currently in development. A PowerPoint

presentation detailing the precise requirements of RKPs is

also available on the State Records Office website.

The overheads for the training sessions for producing

Recordkeeping Plans can be found at

http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/government/training-rkp-

notes.html.

Further queries about developing Recordkeeping Plans may

be forwarded via email to the State Records Office at

sro@sro.wa.gov.au.
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At the end of January 2002 a review of current practices

regarding State Archives loans to agencies revealed a

considerable number of items not being returned within

the nominal loan period of 28 days.

Between February and May 2002, loans details from our

manual system were input to an electronic database to

allow sorting by date, agency, consignment and item. A

total of 3220 loans, dating from the late 1980s through

to December 2001, became the basis of the ‘Overdue

Government Loans Project’.

A letter requesting the return of all completed loans was

sent to 22 agencies identified as having outstanding loans

and this resulted in 180 loans being returned. During

May 2002 agency specific reports were generated for

those agencies to check against their loan records and

report back with any annotations required.

At that stage, editing of the original database for errors,

duplications and loans actually returned resulted in the

clearing of 940 loans. Responses from agencies were

reasonable, with many explaining their reasons for

holding onto their loans but other agencies were having

difficulty tracking back over a number of years to

establish the whereabouts of loans. This appears to be

attributable to agency amalgamations, divisions, or

closures and has been aggravated by the apparent lack of

loans tracking mechanisms within agencies to help

monitor the movements of loaned files (as opposed to

their tracking methods for active files).

The problem repeats itself throughout this project. Re-

checking of consignments in response to agency reports

also cleared a number of ‘loans’.

By July 2002, 1280 loans had been returned and the

number of returns has slowly increased to 1525

(September), 2062 (January 2003), 2300 (July 2003)

resulting in 982 loans outstanding to date. Most of these

remain with agencies due to continuing legal

commitments but many are still to be found and this

Office will be reviewing the loans procedure to agencies

in an effort to reduce the risk of loans being misplaced.

The work continues to be successful in identifying,

locating and returning State Archives to their home and

we encourage all agencies to return their loans as soon

as possible, preferably within 28 days. A big thank you to

all agency and Office staff assisting with this work and

helping to make State Archives accessible to all.

The next stage of this review is to move our attention

to the 2002 – 2003 loans that continue to be

outstanding.

y o u r  l o a n s  a r e  o v e r d u e !
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On Thursday 31 July, the State Records Office hosted the
launch of a new CD-ROM produced by the WA
Genealogical Society for Passenger Arrivals into WA, 1839-
1890. This new index builds upon the previous microfiche
index and contains approximately 27, 000 names of WA
arrivals. Passenger lists held by the State Records Office,
as well as shipping intelligence in newspapers and the
Australian Joint Copying Project material held by the
Battye Library, were used in the compilation of the new
index.

The volunteers of the WA Genealogical Society seem
almost indefatigable in the work that they do and this
indexing project was no exception. Particular
acknowledgement must go to Aldyth Ikin who spent many
years patiently going through passenger lists gathering
names. It was pleasing to see Aldyth feature in “The West
Australian” on the morning of the launch in an article
about the new CD-ROM. We understand that the
telephone at WAGS was ringing hot that day as a result.

At the launch, Director of State Records, Tony Caravella
provided insight into just how useful the new index will be
to the community. Information about passenger arrivals
remain one of the SRO’s most popular enquiries after all.

WAGS President Bevan Carter also gave a synopsis of the
growth of the Swan River Colony in the 1800’s, as well as
revealing some of “famous names” whose ancestors arrived
during that period.

According to Bevan, the forebears of Heath Ledger, Rove
McManus, Carmen Lawrence and Fremantle Dockers
player Matthew Carr feature on this index.

The SRO is also indebted to former WAGS president
Martin Pinnell who has provided the SRO with an
electronic index to Western Australian “names” for the
1900-1910 period. Martin has sourced Government
Gazettes and Baptismal Registers in compiling this index of
over 100, 000 names, which he is continuing to add to. The
type of information linked to a person’s name may include
land and mining leases, Roads Board rates, appointments
and registrations, baptisms, etc. An extremely useful tool
which the SRO is delighted to make accessible in the
Search Room.

Clients may access the new passenger arrivals index and
Martin’s “names” index at the SRO Search Room during
opening hours.

Damien Hassan
Archivist

SRO and WA Genealogical Society 

CD-ROM Launch

Passenger Arrivals into WA, 1839-1890

Carmen Lawrence, whose forebears can be found
on the WAGS Passenger Arrivals CD-ROM.

(Photographer: Richard Gale, Galeforce
Photography)

Bevan Carter (left) and Aldyth Ikin (centre) of the
WA Genealogical Society, with Tony Caravella,

Director of State Records. 



Client Satisfaction Survey 2003

A hearty thank you to all of the researchers who

completed a form for our annual Client Satisfaction Survey,

designed to gauge the level of satisfaction with the services

we provide in the State Records Office (SRO) Search

Room.

From the returns, we can construct a profile of the

“typical” State Records Office client. Our typical client

registered as a researcher between 1995 and 1998, uses

the Search Room on a regular basis and first found out

about the SRO through university or word of mouth, is

between 45 and 60 years of age and is researching family

and local history.

Although most clients were happy with the services

provided (a massive 98% of respondents stated the service

they received was “good” or “very good”), there were a

number of suggestions for improvement. The key areas

that raised comments were the frequency of retrievals

(more were requested), opening hours (longer opening

hours), access to finding aids and materials online, and

confusion between the dual system of finding aids and

indexes. We will do whatever we can to respond to these

suggestions, as part of our commitment to providing the

best possible service.

Gideon’s Here!

The need for better microfilm equipment was a recurring

theme in comments received in June’s Client Satisfaction

Survey. Therefore, staff of the SRO were very pleased to

be able to install a new Canon MS800 reader/printer and

Gideon 1000 microfilm reader in the Search Room.

The addition of this new equipment means that there are

now two machines available to print images 16mm and

35mm microfilm, as well as microfiche, and two readers

that can be used to view both 16mm and 35mm microfilm

reels. These new machines are a much welcome addition

to the Search Room, replacing some of our aging

equipment and, it is hoped, helping to make the process of

using the microform collection much more efficient and

enjoyable.

Reference Materials

Are you in the SRO Search Room, making use of the State

Archives collection?  In addition to these original materials,

we also have a comprehensive collection of published

reference materials relating to West Australian history.

Our reference collection includes the multi-volume

Bicentennial Dictionary of West Australians, volumes of Early

Days, journal of the Royal Western Australian Historical

Society, guides to records held in the National Archives of

Australia, and pre-1900 volumes of Parliamentary Debates.

For those wishing to obtain fast facts and figures from long

ago we hold a number of 19th-century West Australian Year

Books and “Blue Books”, containing statistical information

compiled by the Registrar-General’s Office.

Some welcome additions to the microfilm area: a new
reader/printer and new reader now available.
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SEARCH ROOMSnippets



The State Records Office’s (SRO’s) resident insulator

enthusiast,Advisory Officer Marelda Kelly, made the papers

in August. Marelda featured on the front page of the 28

August edition of the Central Midlands and Coastal Advocate,

along with an article promoting the “Telegraphic Timeline”

display that she prepared in July.

Along with an extensive assortment of telegraphic images,

equipment and insulators, the display features records from

the State archives collection that show the growth of

telegraphy in this State, setting out a “Telegraphic Timeline”

that dates from the establishment of the first 12 miles of

telegraphic line between Perth and Fremantle in 1869.

The display may be viewed at the SRO Search Room during

opening hours.

Marelda Kelly, promoting the 
“Telegraphic Timeline” display currently on show at the SRO.

Every year, the SRO conducts surveys of its clients

satisfaction with the services provided. The surveys focus

on three key service areas.

Services provided in the Archives Search
Room

During May – June 2003, 75 researchers that had used the

Search Room and microfilm area during the year were

surveyed. Of the 61 respondents, 98% stated that they

were “satisfied” or “very satisfied” with the service they

received.

Records Management and Loans Services
provided to government agencies

The SRO provides a range of records management and

loans services to government agencies. During June 2003,

127 government agencies that had utilised one or more of

the services indicated below were surveyed to establish

their satisfaction with specific services.

A total of 56 agencies responded to the survey. The

percentage of respondents who thought services were

“good” or “very good” are as follows:

●    Consultancy Services 100%
●    Recordkeeping Advice 100%

●    Disposal Authority Formulation 100%
●    Recordkeeping Plan Formulation 100%
●    Publications 96%
●    Archival Loans Service 100%
●    Repository Loans Service 81%
●    Overall Satisfaction with SRO Services 100%

Training

The SRO provides advice and assistance to government

agencies on a range of recordkeeping issues including: State

records legislation; records management systems;

intermediate records storage; and disposal of government

records. A fundamental aspect of these services is to

provide training courses for agency officers in response to

identified needs.

During 2002-2003, a total of 14 training courses were held

and attended by 262 officers. Of the 229 officers that

completed a survey return:
●    92% stated that they had develop new skills which they

would use in the execution of their duties;
●    91% stated that the course objectives were clear and had

been achieved for the course they had been attending; and
●    93% stated that they would recommend the course that

they had attended to other officers from their agencies.
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Client Satisfaction with sro services

dots, dashes and Insulators
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Visit Our Search Room at:
State Records Office of Western Australia

Search Room
Ground Floor
Alexander Library Building
James Street West Entrance
Perth Cultural Centre
Perth   WA   6000

Mon – Fri : 9.30am - 4.30pm

Phone : (08) 9427 3360
Fax : (08) 9427 3368
Email : sro@sro.wa.gov.au

For Recordkeeping Advice contact:
Recordkeeping Services
Mon – Fri : 8.30am - 5.30pm

Phone : (08) 9427 3365
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C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  

DID YOU KNOW?

Useful Plans to Consult No.2 in a Series

Original Plans - Townsites

The Original Plans - Townsites series (WAS 235,

Consignment 3868) are a highly useful group of records

for researchers tracing land ownership within a town. The

plans were compiled from original surveys of proposed and

declared townsites and cover a span from 1836 to 1920.

The plans may be consulted individually or in tandem with

other Lands Department records held by the State

Records Office - such as land grant registers - to help build

a fuller picture of Colonial land settlement.

Did you know that Perth and Northbridge were originally

home to many natural lake formations?  Plan 288 (pictured)

will show you it was, and where the lakes were.

Are you interested in pin-pointing the location of early

townsite land grants?  These plans may help you in that

quest.

To make accessing these plans easier, the State Records

Office has digitised these records and scanned copies are

available for viewing and printing in our Search Room.

If you’re after land areas outside of a township, other maps

held by the State Records Office such as District plans

(WAS 236) and Cancelled Public Plans (WAS 979-981)

will be more appropriate. The State Records Office also

holds a later series of townsite plans covering 1874-1976

(WAS 2168, Consignment 5698).

Damien Hassan

Archivist 

Detail from Consignment 3868, Plan 288.




